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Higher Education Strategic Planning (HESP) Steering Committee 
 

Jim Lyons  (Co-Chair)   Senior Partner, Rotherberger, Johnson & Lyons 
Dick Monfort  (Co-Chair) Chairman, UNC Board of Trustees, Business 
Ray Baker       Partner, Gold Crown Management Co. 
Alan Salazar   Senior Policy Advisor to Senator Mark Udall 
John Bliss       Past CFO, CCHE, State Colleges of Colorado, CSU, UC System 
Jim Polsfut     Chair, CCHE 
Russ George      Executive Director, Colorado Department of Transportation 
Theresa Pena      Denver School Board, at large 
Greg Stevinson     President, Denver West Reality/ Denver West Management 
Terry Farina     Senior Partner, Hoskin, Farina & Kampf 
Meg Porfido     Board member, CCCS 
Jane Rawlings   Assistant Publisher, Pueblo Chieftain 
D. Rico Munn (ex officio) Executive Director, CDHE 
Don Elliman (ex officio) Chief Operating Officer, State of Colorado 
Dr. Kim Poast (ex officio) Deputy Director, CDHE 
 
Accessibility Subcommittee 
Meg Porfido-Chair   HESP 
Jim Polsfut  HESP  
Alan Salazar  HESP 
Dr. Donna Souther  Executive Dean/CAO, AIMS community college 
Dr. Eric Lee  President/CEO, Colorado Black Chamber of Commerce 
Abe Harraf  Provost, University of Northern Colorado 
Dr. Dave Svaldi  President, Adams State College 
B J Scott  CCHE Commissioner, 5th Congressional District 
Dr. Janet Gullickson  DHE Staff 

 Current work: Defining standard for accessibility and the standard for financial aid/affordability, 
admissions, geographic area/delivery method, academic preparedness, student/academic support.  

 
Mission/Governance Subcommittee 
Jim Lyons- Chair   HESP 
Ray Baker   HESP 
Terry Farina     HESP 
Hereford Percy     CCHE, Vice Chair 
Peter Han   Chief of Staff, Colorado School of Mines 
Dr. Steve Jordan   President, Metropolitan State College of Denver 
Dr. Linda Bowman      President, Community College of Aurora and VP, CCCS 
Gail Klapper     Director, Colorado Forum 
Fr Mike Sheeran     President, Regis University 
Donald L. Kortz  Chairman, Fuller Real Estate 
Inta Morris    DHE Staff 

 Current work: Identification of public purpose of Higher Education; examination of governance structure 
(specifically the CCHE), role of the Director of Higher Education.  
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Pipeline Subcommittee 
Theresa Pena- Chair  HESP  
Jane Rawlings  HESP 
Russ George  HESP 
David Greenberg  Founder & Board Pres., Denver School of Science & Technology 
Dr. Dan Lucero  Executive Director, Colorado Assn, Career & Technical Education 
Jill Brake  Commissioner, CCHE 
Pres. Joe Garcia  President, CSU Pueblo 
Pres. Jay Helman  President, Western State College 
Dr. Matt Gianneschi  Vice President, Com. College of Aurora 
Gully Stanford  DHE Staff 

 Current Work: Best practices as they related to early access to college (concurrent enrollment, AP, 
extended studies, adult learning, developmental/remedial education delivery.  

 

Sustainability Subcommittee 
Dick Monfort- Chair  HESP  
John Bliss   HESP 
Kelly Brough   President and CEO, Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce 
Greg Stevinson   HESP 
Gary Reiff   Executive Vice President, Dividend Capital Total Realty Trust Inc. 
Tim Foster   President, Mesa State College 
Kelly Fox   Chief Financial Officer, University of Colorado System 
Mark Superka   Budget Director, Colorado Community College System 
Mark Cavanaugh   DHE Staff 

 Current Work: Reviewing funding/allocation models, resource generation strategies, current examination 
of economic outlook of Higher Education  
 

Legislative Advisory Group 
Sen. Bob Bacon 
Sen. Keith King 
Rep. Tom Massey 
Rep. Karen Middleton 
Rep. Beth McCann 
Rep. Ken Summers 

 

 

For more information, please contact Kim Poast at kim.poast@dhe.state.co.us or visit the HESP website at 

http://highered.colorado.gov/Publications/General/StrategicPlanning/default.html 
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